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1.  THESIS STATEMENT   
Present the project’s argument or interpretation in two sentences.  If you are using the NHD theme, you might want to make it evident in your thesis statement.
During the late 1960’s, the need for improvement was increasing vastly when it came to the liberation of women. Economically, the women were oppressed, unable to do most jobs men could - influencing the start of the Chicago Women’s Liberation Union. Due to the establishment of the CWLU, communication and collaboration, future avocations, and the economic freedom for women was achieved, serving as a stepping stone for future organizations. 
2.  SUMMARY OF PROJECT

Briefly explain your project and its conclusion.  Include:  How and why did change happen and what was the impact?  Why is it historically significant?  What historical meaning or importance can we learn from your findings?
Being the first women’s liberation union in the country, the CWLU was an emerging organization that functioned as an umbrella organization, structured to “promote communication and collaboration between feminist groups” and to provide a means for additional future groups to develop. Before the formation of this organization, it was perfectly legal for women to be paid less than men. “There were no women bus drivers, welders, firefighters, news anchors, CEO's or Supreme Court Justices.” Doctors and scientists were rare in women as well. After the establishment of this group, women gained some of their ‘true’ equality, being able to possess some of the skills needed to do practical jobs. 
This is historically significant as it marks a milestone for women trying to attain their liberation in every aspect. Though they had obtained political and a little social freedom, the Chicago Women’s Liberation Union was key in providing the fundamentally missing economic liberation. 

 The historical meaning found in our research proves that whenever a particular group is oppressed by any kind of rule, there is always a way to group and change the way they are perceived. By standing up for their rights, women today have the same opportunities as men, proving that with enough trials, the aim of the group can be achieved. 
3.  Required for projects using the National History Day theme only.
Explain how this project integrates the NHD theme “Turning Points in History: People, Ideas, Events” into its argument.
The History Fair Theme, “Turning Points in History: People, Ideas, Events” is the topic we based our website on. Our project is centralized around a group of people, or a union rather, that was a major point in our history. The Chicago Women’s Liberation Union or the CWLU, was the first women’s liberation union in the country, and was formed in 1969 by a small group of women. During the eight years that this organization operated, they addressed a myriad of issues, ranging from rape to employment. The Union promoted awareness of the way women were being treated and advocated for “true equality.” As political freedom was already established, the Union focused more on attaining economic liberation for women.
One of the most important issues that was tackled by this organization was education. A milestone in their achievements was the establishment of the Liberation School for Women which offered technical classes, which focused on car maintenance, nutrition, women’s history, liberation science, and female sexuality. By honing the practical skills for the women, the Union improved the standards of women on the time.

Because of the CWLU, many other organizations have formed nationwide. A feminist movement began as well, expanding the emerging movement for women’s liberation. Former member Micki Leaner declares, “I’m having an opportunity to do what I bemoaned hadn’t been done for the feminists of my generations which was to leave us lessons, to dialogue with us, to talk with us about ‘okay, so here’s what we did and here’s what we learned,’ so that we could walk away from that saying ‘okay so we don’t need to re-invent that’.”
4.  PROCESS
A. What historical question did you start off with—and how did it change once you began doing your research?


Our historical question developed from focusing on the Women’s Union, which was influenced 
by the second wave feminism movement going on at the time. This movement inspirited the 
aims of the Chicago Women’s Liberation Union, or CWLU, formed in 1969. Prevalent concerns 
for the women during that period were all centered around ‘true’ gender equality. As the 

exploitative capitalist system hindered the goal of socialist-feminism, the CWLU extended its 
arms to the women of Chicago, offering to enlighten them in social-feminism, as well as 
‘practical services,’ such as improved health care and legal aid. Aware of this information at 
the start of our project, the initial question was “How was the Liberation Union transforming the 
lives of these Chicago women?”

As we gathered more information on this topic, however, we realized that the Union had done 
more than shape the goals that women needed to be aiming for. Rather, the Union proved to 
be an ‘umbrella’ organization, becoming the leading advocate of economic freedom for 

women. Abortion projects, rape crisis hotlines, and health clinics were just some of the ways 
that the Union provided essential care that was missing before their formation.

Ultimately, the Chicago Women’s Liberation Union, while starting off advocating for equality, 
provided the means in which women could achieve this freedom. Serving to promote 
awareness, the community evolved throughout the nation, granting special programming and a 
variety of opportunities for women. By providing the education that women yearned for, the 
Liberation Union exponentially raised the standards for women, setting the ground for 
economic equality as well as future movements. 
B. What kinds of sources did you use as evidence to develop your argument (for example, letters, photographs, government documents, interviews, etc.)?

We used a number of resources to strengthen our argument, including an excellent document 
that outlines some of the key points on our website. The Chicago Tribune, included information 
about the former members of the Chicago Women’s Liberation Union, as well as The Jane 
Project - centered on abortion- and The Women’s Liberation School, which focused on self-
help, general skills, and political theory. Another resource was a couple of photograph 
clippings with an article from the newspaper, providing a reliable visual aid to the readers. 
Heather Booth, and Susan E. Davis’ photographs are used on our website, granting us insight 
into how the specific people contributed towards the organization. Finally, quotes from 
previous interviews were also utilized on the website in order to further comprehend the aims 
and the way the women wanted to establish these aims. 
C. Select one piece of evidence that you used and explain how it influenced your argument.


One informative piece of evidence that we used on our website to provide data on the CWLU 
was a website that was created by former members of the organization to promote future 
advocates and to provide insight into what the CWLU was intent on creating. The website 
stresses the importance of this group, and describes the humble beginnings. The Union 
started with past activists of the Civil Rights Movement and the Students for a Democratic 
Society. From advocating in monthly newsletters to establishing schools and clinics, The 
CWLU Herstory Website grants valuable material. Evolving into a group of five hundred dues-
paying members, the Union brought into life their need for liberation with the saying, "I am all 
women. I am every woman. Wherever women are suffering, I am there..."
D. List libraries (other than school), museums, and other institutions that you visited to do your research.


On Site:

Herald Washington Library


Waukegan Public Library


Virtual:


Chicago History Museum


Chicago Public Library


ProQuest Historical Newspapers

Galenet










